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C                     Capitolaires Hold Annual Awards Banquet 
 
 Our annual banquet was held Wednesday, January 20, 2010, in Casa 

Garden Restaurant in Sacramento.  Fifty members and guests enjoyed 
 a no-host bar and chicken dinner.  Staffed by volunteers, all profits and 

gratuities from the banquet directly benefited the Sacramento Children’s 
Home. 

 
        The banquet is a time for the Capitolaires to reflect on the past year’s  
        accomplishments.  Don Salz, Immediate Past President, chaired the  
        program.    

 
At right, Associate Director Bill Borah presents th e 2009 Barbershopper of the Year award to Steve Gre ene 
for his diligent marketing efforts and making it po ssible for the Capitolaires to sing the National An them 
during a home game of the Sacramento Kings Basketba ll Team on November 10, 2009.  Congratulations, 
Steve! 
 

At left, Chapter President Norm Smith 
presents Frank Kinnison the Bill Donnell 
Distinguished Service Award for his 
dedicated service as Chapter Secretary the 
past 12 years. 
 
At right, Ed Comingore receives the 
President’s Award from Norm Smith.  
He was recognized for his active 
participation during the Far Western 
District Convention hosted by the  

                                                               Capitolaires in Sacramento in October, 2009.  

         The new Music Director Ron Black was also introduced.  He explained the importance of donating money 
          to the Barbershop Harmony Society Foundation.  He and his wife, Jo, moved from Texas to California to  
          be closer to their grandchildren. Ron is a strong advocate for “Compellingly Attractive Chapter Meetings.”  
          
       The Ambassadors including Don Salz (Lead), Rosye Salz (Tenor), Eric Reininga (Bass) and Steve  
          Allision (Baritone) entertained.  The Sheriff and his Deputies consisting of Ron Black, Randy Finger,  
          Jim Minoudis and Bill Borah sang. Steve Allison, Chorus Manager, strummed his guitar and sang  
          several songs.   

                      The Sacramento Capitolaires me et every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at Sierra Arden Churc h of Christ, 
      890 Morse Avenue, Sacramento.  Check out our website www.capitolaires.org or phone (888) 877-9806.  
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Associate Director Bill Borah presented his Director’s Awards to Keith Slater, Tenor Section 
Leader;  Randy Finger, Assistant Director and Lead Section Leader; and Jim Minoudis, Music & 
Performance Vice President, for their active participation on the Music Team.   Mark Coldiron, 
Assistant Director, Baritone Section Leader and Music Librarian, was not present and received his 
award at the next chorus rehearsal.   After the award presentations, the full chorus sang several 
songs.  

 
In the past, Installation of Officers was held in conjunction with the awards banquet.  However, the 
Board voted to change the terms of office from calendar year to fiscal year.  Installation will now 
occur in the Summer.                
 
                                   Barbershoppers o f the Month 
 
Congratulations to Russ Burgess , November Barbershopper of the Month, for his diligent financial 
efforts related to the Far Western District Convention and Holiday Express Show.   Great job Steve 
Allison , December Barbershopper of the Month, who arranged for chorus members to entertain at area 
retirement homes during the holidays.  Chris Miller  is the January Barbershopper of the Month for 
assisting with the Chapter website order form for the Singing Valentines program.  Thanks, Chris! 
 
                                          Capitol R otunda Caroling                               
 
The Capitolaires made their annual trip to the State Capitol on December 9, 2009, to entertain 
tourists and Capitol staffers with holiday music.  A note of appreciation was received from the State 
Dept. of Parks and Recreation, dated January 23, 2010: “The song is ended but the melody lingers 
on.  These words, penned by Irving Berlin, echo our sentiments when it comes to this year’s 
Holiday Music Program.  This year, we saw an increase of performance groups, audience, and 
press coverage thanks to your generous musical support. Signed Erin Renfree and Phyllis 
Ragsdale.”     
                                         Holiday Ex press Show   
                                                    Blair Reynolds, Show Co-Chair 

  
                                                           
                                             Antelope High School Chamber Choir                                                                                              
In early July 2009, I was asked to be the Capitolaires’ Show Chairman for a Christmas holiday 
show to be jointly put on with the Sacramento Valley Chorus of Sweet Adelines International.  I 
drafted a contract between the two choruses and we established a 10-person Show Committee 
from each chapter including a co-chair, the directors and the publicity honchos of each chorus, 
along with a few other key individuals whose talents were needed to put on a show.  Of course, a 
large group of other members from each chorus backed up this committee.  Sacramento Waldorf 
School in Fair Oaks was selected for the December 5, 2009, Holiday Express Show. 



 3 

Finally, in early November, we found two youth choirs: the Antelope High School Chamber Choir 
was available for the matinee, and the Oasis Chamber Choir, a group of college-age singers, could 
sing at the evening performance.  Both were under the direction of Angelika Dyadchenko, and were 
absolutely outstanding.  We were extremely fortunate to have found them.  
 
The roughly $5,000 net profit split between the two choruses made it well worth the effort (including 
more than $800 profit on the raffles…donated goods from chorus members, supporters and 
merchants).  I am very pleased and satisfied with the Holiday Express Show and proud of the 
people who helped to make it happen.  Believe me, it took the combined efforts of a great number 
of people to bring this about.  They were all acknowledged in the show program so I won’t repeat 
their names here.  But I want to state for the record that not one person of whom I asked something 
failed to come through, and that – in the final analysis – is what it takes to put on a successful 
show.  

 
                   Learn to Read Music! 
                           Music Director Ron Black 
 

Beginning Tuesday, March 23, for 6 weeks from 6 -6:45 p.m. at the church, I’ll be 
teaching a sight-singing class.  And you say, “Sure, how can I learn to sight-sing in 
6 weeks?” So here’s what you will learn: 
 
Learn the note “numbers”, One through Seven.  Practice singing those numbers and intervals. 
Learn how to assign the note numbers to the spots. 
Learn how to find the key and the pitch for any note on the page. 
Learn how to identify the “critical” notes in your part. 
 
Wow, that’s a lot to cover!  But we’ll do it!  You will be surprised at how much this little bit of knowledge and 
practice will improve your singing experience.  This is literally the same course I’ve taught many times at 
Harmony University, entitled Beginning Sight-Singing.    

               
                  President’s Message         

                                                                                                         Norm Smith                                                                      
        

During a recent Chapter meeting, Norm mentioned the importance of every 
member signing up for roles and participating fully in Compellingly Attractive 
Chapter Meetings (CACM).  The roles include Audience Advocate, Listener, 
Watcher, KTWWS Leader, Meeting Evaluator, Artistry Protége’ and 
Resolutions Chief.  Written descriptions of the roles were sent to members 
earlier.  CACM is a fast-paced program and includes involving the membership 
in a variety of roles which will enhance the singers’ overall enjoyment and 
performance.  To sign up for a particular role or several roles go to 
http://doodle.com/b76uuw38zqsu2c8v  

     
 

                               Chorus Holds All Day  Coaching Session 
    
An all-day retreat was held February 20 in Pilgrim Hall, Sierra Arden Church of Christ to prepare for 
the Nor Cal East Division chorus competition in Reno on March 20.  Chorus members spent time 
improving the sound and moves of their two contest songs “Love Me and The World Is Mine” and 
“Just In Time.”   Thirty members are expected to sing in the chorus contest. 
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                                   New Member Profiles 
 
Chris Miller  sings Lead and was sponsored by Joe Samora. He loves to sing 
and arrives early for rehearsals to practice Polecats.  Chris grew up in 
Pennsylvania where he attended prep school and college.  He had lived in 
several states and London, England before settling down in Sacramento. 
                  
Chris has worked as an employee and consultant for New England Nuclear, 

Digital Equipment Corp., Grumman Aerospace, and Bankers Trust in London.  His singing 
experience includes grammar school chorus, prep school chapel choir, and college choir.  One 
season he sang with the Sacramento Symphony Choir.  Little known fact about Chris:  Karaoke is 
terrifying.  
 
Dan Swink  sings Bass and was sponsored by Les Cudworth. He enjoys 
learning and singing four-part harmony.  Dan was born in Denver, Colorado 
where his Dad served in the Air Force.  He has lived in several states and 
Japan.  He was involved in high school sports and choir.  Dan was a Star Scout.  
He has served in the Army where he was active in the military police force. Dan 
was the Outstanding Soldier of the Week.   
 
Owner of Advantage Lighting & Supply, he is active on the National Electrical 
Contractors Board.  Dan volunteers at his church.  He was Parishioner of the Year. Dan is married 
to Connie and they have two children and three grandchildren.      
 
(Look for the new member biographies for Frank Smith and Stan Trumbull in the next quarterly 
newsletter) 
                                    Singing Valenti nes Delivered 

 

 
Pictured above left to right are Keith Slater (Teno r), Gib Hertler (Lead), Toni, Jim Corson (Bass) and  
Winston Char (Baritone) plus the Ambassadors with D on Salz (Lead),  Rosye Salz (Tenor), Jim & 
Wendy, Blair Reynolds (Bass) and Steve Allison (Bar itone). 
 
Alan Stroppini was the chair of the Singing Valentines committee which included Norm Smith, 
Communications; Dave Forbes and Chris Miller, Data Base; Russ Burgess, Finances; Don Salz, 
Roses; and Joe Samora, Publicity.   Quartets sang two love songs, presented a live rose and  
a personalized greeting card in the Greater Sacramento Area, February 12-14, 2010.  Six quartets 
delivered 38 valentines which grossed more than $1,600 (expenses pending).  Quartets included 
Ambassadors, Lucky Four, Quadra Sonics, Quartessence and two pickup quartets.  Publicity 
consisted of appearances on KFBK Talk/Radio, Channel 40 Fox News, CW 31 show with  
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Mark S. Allen, Facebook, and several newspapers plus online media.   (More Singing Valentine 
photos are displayed on the chapter website). 
 
                                      “Just In Time ” 
 
“Just In Time” is a popular song with the melody written by Jule Styne 
and the lyrics by Betty Comden and Adolph Green.  The song was 
published in 1956. 
 
The song was introduced by Judy Holliday and Sydney Chaplin in the 
musical, “Bells Are Ringing.”  A very popular recording of the song was 
made by Tony Bennett, which was a hit that year.   Decades later, 
Bennett recorded it with Michael Buble as part of his very popular 2006 
album “Duet: An American Classic.”  Numerous singers have recorded                  Jule Styne 
 “Just In Time” since it was first published including Ella Fitzgerald,  Dean Martin, Barbra Streisand 
and Frank Sinatra. 
 
Jule Styne was born in London, England on December 31, 1905, and died on September 20, 1994.  
He was 88 years old.  He was especially famous for a series of Broadway musicals such as “High 
Button Shoes”, “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”, “Bells Are Ringing”, “Do Re MI” and “Hallelujah, 
Baby!”  Styne was elected to the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1972. 
 
“Just In Time” is one of two songs the Capitolaires will sing in the Nor Cal East Division Chorus 
Contest on March 20, 2010, in Reno.  To learn more about Jule Styne go online.      

 
          Nor Cal East Division Convention 
 
The Nor Cal East Division Convention is March 18-21, 
2010, at Harrah’s Reno in Nevada.  The Capitolaires will 
compete in the Chorus Contest on March 20.  See the 
latest Weekly Update for what you wear on stage.  During 
the day, please wear your yellow logo shirts.  Sacramento 
is scheduled to compete third so we will have the 
opportunity to watch six choruses. 
 
For the complete schedule of events, check out the Far 
Western District website.  There are classes and the    

                                                               Quartet competition. 
 
              Welcome American River Chorus to the Far Western Di strict  
 
As most of you know, the Sacramento Capitolaires sponsored the American River Chorus (ARC), 
California Delta Chapter.  In a press release distributed before the Capitolaires hosted the Fall 2009 
Far Western District Convention in Sacramento, President Norm Smith stated “The Sacramento 
Capitolaires are pleased to announce that a team has been formed to start a new Barbershop 
Harmony Society chapter in the Sacramento area.  The intent of this new chapter is to provide 
additional musical opportunities for the numerous singers in the state’s capitol and surrounding 
communities.”   
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Writes ARC President Rich Brunner, “We’re excited about all that’s happening with the American 
River Chorus, the most recent addition to the Far Western District.  Our Music Team is busy as 
well, selecting repertoire and making plans for our first show in the Spring.  Thank you to the great 
FWD for your support and encouragement over the past couple months.  We really appreciate the 
emails and other messages from our brothers in harmony.”     
 
The American River Chorus directed by Gabe Caretto, has been rehearsing since January 7, 2010.  
This chorus also plans to compete during the Nor Cal East Division Convention in Reno, March 18-
21, 2010.  In addition, their first public show is scheduled for June 5, 2010.   
 
Good luck ARC!  Let’s hear those chords RING.  
                                                                                                                             
            Calendar of Events 
 
Music Committee meeting                           March 3 
Board meeting                                             March 8 
Nor Cal East Division Convention, Reno     March 18-21 
Learn to Read Music (6 Tuesdays, 6 p.m)  March 23 
River Cats Baseball Audition, W. Sacto.     March 27 
Music Committee meeting                           April 5 
Board meeting                                             April 12 
Music Committee meeting                           May 3 
Board meeting                                             May 10   
American River Chorus Show                     June 5 
Music Committee meeting                           June 7 
Founder’s Day/Homecoming                       June 8 
Board meeting                                             June 14 
 
Note: If you plan to attend a Music Committee or Bo ard meeting, check with the Chair to 
determine the meeting site.  
For details on specific events check the Weekly Update.     
 

                                                                                                    
                         
                                 Joe Samora, Editor 
 

The mission of the Swipes & Tags is to provide members with 
timely and relevant information.  Newsletters will be quarterly 
and include color photographs.  Copies will be emailed to 
members and hard copies made for our guests.   
 
Swipes & Tags deadlines for the remainder of 2010 are May 
15, August 15, and November 15.   Send submissions to Joe 

Samora at tm39samora@comcast.net.  Past newsletters are available on our Chapter website. 
 
News articles and photographs are appreciated.  Thank you, Bill Cale, Ian Gayton and Dave Jones.  
I am always grateful to have Mark Coldiron for proofreading my newsletters before distribution.                                            


